
Maths from Stories 
A mathematics booklist  

      
     
 Book Title Author Publisher Maths Areas Covered 

Number The Boy who was Followed Home 
 

Margaret Mahy  Counting and Adding 

 The Nickle Nackle Tree Lynley Dodd  Counting and Adding 

 Goldilocks and the Three Bears T Bradman Methuen Counting (1-3) 

 Ten, Nine, Eight Molly Bang Pic Puffin Counting (1-10) 

 Teddybears Susanna Gretz Pic Lions Counting (1-10) 

 One, Two, Three Jump Penelope Lively and Jan 
Ormerod 

Puffin  

 Ten in the Bed Penny Dale Walker Counting (1-10) 

 Ten Sleepy Sheep Holly Keller Hippo Counting 

 Witches Four Marc Brown P Corgi Counting (4), number story 

 One Bear All Alone C Bucknall Macmillan Counting 

 The Bad Babies Counting Book Tony Bradman Beaver books Counting 

 Sixes and Sevens John Yeoman & Quentin 
Blake 

Pic Mac Counting 

 My Arctic 1 2 3 Michael Avvaaluk 
Kusagak 

Annick Press Ltd  

 1,2,3 to the Zoo Eric Carle Hamish Hamilton Counting 
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 The Most Amazing Hide and Seek Counting Book R Crowther Viking Kestrel Counting (to 100) 

 One Duck, Another Duck J Amego Pic Puffin Counting (to 10) 

 One Hunter P Hutchins Pic Puffin Counting (1-10) and beyond! 

 One Pink Pig Sandy Nightingale Pic Puffin  

 Counting on an Elephant Jill MacDonald Pic Puffin Counting 

 A Fair Bear Share Stuart Murphy Harper Trophy  

 A Fishy Counting Story J & D Wylie Franklin Watts Counting (more and less than) 

 Five Little Ducks Ian Beck Orchard Books Concept of 'less one' 

 The Shopping Basket J Burningham Pic Lions Counting and Subtracting 

 Mr Magnolia 
 

Quentin Blake 
 

 
 

Pairs (odd/even) 
 

 Cockatoos Quentin Blake Red Fox Counting to 10 

 The Very Hungry Caterpillar Eric Carle Pic Puffin Counting, Days, Ordering 

 Moon Game F Asch P Corgi Counting and Passage of Time 

 Six Foolish Fishermen B Elkin Hodder & Stoughton Counting, Number Story 

 The Father Who Had Ten Children Benedicte Guettier Pavilion  

 Ten Little Mice Joyce Dunbar Red Wagon Books Tens 
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 Four Black Puppies S Grindley Walker Number Story 

 The Doorbell Rang P Hutchins Pic Puffin Number Story (factors of 12) 

 Kippers Toy Box Mick Inkpen Hodder & Stoughton Counting (within 15) 

 Billy's Beetle Mick Inkpen Hodder & Stoughton Begin to understand vocab of addition 
and subtraction. 

 Buzzing Bees Rosemary Reville Irons Kingscourt Understand the link between addition 
and subtraction 

 The Dancing dragons Calvin Irons Kingscourt Recite numbers in order 

 The Farm Concert Story Chest Nelson Recite number names in order from 0-6 

 Handa's Surprise Eileen Browne Walker Books Ordinal Numbers, subtraction 

 Lion and the Mouse Avelyn Davidson Kingscourt Counting (10/20) count in twos 

 Meanies Joy Cowley E J Arnold Counting 

 Muffins at the Fair Calvin Irons Kingscourt Understanding the relationship between 
multiplication and division 

 One Little Teddy Bear Mark Burgess Collins Pic Lions Add and subtract from one number 

 One is a Crab, Ten is a snail April Pulley Sayre & Jeff 
Sayre 

Walker Books Number and stories of Number 

 The Puppet Party Rosemary Reville Irons Kingscourt Reciting number names in order 

 The Squirrel's Store Rosemary Reville Irons Kingscourt Counting, reciting numbers 1-5 

 The Teddy Bears Picnic Jimmy Kennedy Blackie  Estimating numbers in the 
range 
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 The Tiger who came to Tea Judith Kerr Collins Begin to understand and use ordinal 
numbers 

 The Three Little Pigs Valerie Michant Xylopress Counting, comparing and ordering 
numbers 

 Ten Tiny Ants Rosemary Reville Irons Kingscourt Recite numbers in order, 
forwards and backwards 

 Ten Little Babies Lisa Kopper Myriad Books Ltd Count backwards from ten 

 Ten in a Bed Jan Ormerod DK Lit Count backwards from ten 

 Ten on a Train John O’leary  Frances Lincoln Count backwards from ten 

 Six Dinner Sid Inga Moore MacDonald  

 Don’t Count Your Chickens Ross Collins & Simon 
Puttock 

Macmillan  Doubling and halving 

 How Big is a Milliion? Anna Milbourne & Serena 
Rilietti 

EDC Publications Number sense 

 Centipede’s 100 Shoes Tony Ross Anderson Press Number to 100 

 Uno’s Garden Graeme Base Abram Books for 
Young Readers 

Number Sense 

 Anno’s Mysterious Multiplying Jar Masaichiro and 
Mitsumasa Anno 

Penguin Putman 
Books for Young 
Readers 

Factorials 

 Anno’s Magic Seeds Misumasa Anno Penguin Putman 
Books for Young 
Readers 

Counting in groups 

     

Fractions Pog Climbs Mount Everest Peter Haswell Walker Books Pog carries a ladder up the mountain, half 
way up, two and a quarter attempts 

 To Bed……..or Else Ewa Lipniacka Magi Publications Fractions expand the time, two, 
two and a half 
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Measuring & 
Weight 

Jim and the Beanstalk Raymond Briggs Pic Puffin Size, need to measure, scale for 
older children 

 One-Eyed Jake Pat Hutchins Bodley Head 
Children's' Books 

Heavier, lighter, balance 

 Pardon? Said the Giraffe Colin West Walker Books Comparative Sizes 

 The Trouble with Elephants Chris Riddell Walker Books Size, Weight 

 Where's My Teddy Jes Alborough Walker Books Concept of Size 

 Who sank the Boat? Pamela Allen Puffin Comparing size and weight of 
different animals 

 The BFG Roald Dahl Puffin  

 The Iron Man Ted Hughes Faber and Faber  

 The Dinosaur's Footprint Richard Blythe Macdonald Starters  

 Flat Stanley Jeff Brown Magnet  

 Lengthy Syd Hoff World's Work  

 Mrs Pepperpot Alf Proyser Young Puffin  

 The Shrinking of Treehorn F P H Heide Young Puffin  

 The Bad Babies Counting Book Tony Bradman Beaver Books  

 Peepo! Janet and Allan Ahlberg Pic Puffin  
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 Meg on the Moon Jan Pienkowski Pic Puffin  

 You'll Soon Grow Into Them, Titch Pat Hutchinson Red Fox Vocab related to length, 
comparisons 

 Tall Inside J Richardson Pic Puffin Size  

 Titch Pat Hutchinson Pic Puffin Size 

 Mary Mary Sarah Hughes & Helen 
Craig 

Walker  Vocab related to length, 
comparisons 

 Inch by Inch Leo Lionni Harper Trophy Measuring length 

     

Time What's the Time Dracula? V G Ambrus  Dracula worries about a 
dentist's appointment at 3 
o'clock 

 When I Was Your Age Ken Adams Macdonald Young 
Books 

Grandpa boasts about 'when he 
was Sammy's age' 

 Clocks and More Clocks P Hutchins Pic Puffin Time story 

 Five Minutes Peace J Murphy Walker Passage of time 

 Grandpa J Burningham Cape Passage of time 

 What's the Time Mr Wolf? C Hawkins Pic Lion Time (clock) 

 Happy Birthday Sam P Hutchins Pic Puffin Size and passage of time 

 The Bad Tempered Ladybird Eric Carle Pic Puffin Size and reading of time 

 Sunshine J Ormerod Pic Puffin Time picture book 
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 Just a Minute A Harper Pic Puffin Minutes 

 Spot's Birthday Party Eric Hill Pic Puffin  

 Alfie Gives a Hand Shirley Hughes Pic Lion  

 Mr Wolf's Week Colin Hawkins Pic Puffin Days of the week 

 On Friday Something Funny Happened John Prater Pic Puffin  

 Mrs Lather's Laundry Allan Ahlberg & Andre 
Amstutz 

Puffin  

 The Owl Who Was Afraid Of The Dark Jill Tomlinson Young Puffin  

 I Want To See The Moon Louis Baum Magnet  

 Time To Get Up Gill McLean Tamarind Days of week, time 

 Jessie's Flowers Ron Bacon Shortlands Time, day and night, 
sequencing 

 Terrible Tuesday H Townson/T Ross Beaver Books Days of week 

     

Shape and 
Space 

Alfie's Feet Shirley Hughes Red Fox Left/right, right/wrong 

 If At First You Do Not See Ruth Brown Anderson Press Puzzle book 

 The Quilt Ann Jonas  Dimensions 

 My Cat Likes To Hide In Boxes Eva Sutton & Lynley 
Dodd 

Pic Puffin Solid shape 
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 If You Look Around You Fulvio Testa Anderson Press  

 The Patchwork Quilt Valerie Flournoy Pic Puffin  

 Square Sweets That Look Round from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
Roald Dahl Allen & Unwin Ltd  

 The Boy with Square Eyes Julien and Charles Snape Julia Macrae Books  

 The Hedgehog Mirror Eva Marder Abelard-Schuman Ltd  

 Annette Marion Walker Andre Deutsch  

 Snow White Trad   

 When The Bears Came Martin Waddell Walker Vocab describing position, size, 
data handling 

 We're Going On A Bear Hunt Michael Rosen Walker Position, direction and 
movement 

 Wayne's New Shape Calvin Irons Kingscourt Solid shape 

 A Fishy Size Story J & D Wylie Franklin Watts Language for large 

 Inside, Outside, Upside Down S & J Berentain Collins Positional language 

 Rosie's Walk P Hutchins Pic Puffin Positional language 

     

Capacity Mr Archimedes Bath Pamela Allen Bodley Head  

 Come Away From The Water, Shirley John Burningham & 
Jonathan Cape 

Red Fox  
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 Thank You For A Drink Of Water Patricia & Victor Smeltzer Lion Books  

 Tiddalick, The Frog Who Caused A Flood Robert Roennfeldt Picture Puffins  

     

Data The Baby's Catalogue Janet Ahlberg Puffin Sorting and Grouping 

 Some of Us L Rylands Dinosaur Sorting   

 Eat Up Gemma Sarah Hayes & Jan 
Omerod 

Walker Sorting, Data Handling 

 Farmer Duck Martin Waddell Walker Data Handling 

     

Money Dogger S Hughes Fontana Lions Money 

 Master Money The Millionaire A Allberg Puffin Money 

 Grandma Goes Shopping Ronda and David 
Armitage 

Pic Puffin  

 The Shopping Basket John Burningham Picture Lions  

 Don't Forget the Bacon Pat Hutchins Pic Puffin  

 Teddybears Go Shopping Susanna Gretz Hippo  

 The Great Pet Sale Mick Inkpen Hodder Children's 
Books 
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See also Maths and Story Club Packs  Scholastic in assoc 
with Child Ed 

 

 These include games and photocopiable 
resources, titles include: 

   

 Billy's Sunflower Nicola Moon Little Hippo  

 Alex and the Baby Mary Dickinson Reading Hippo  

 Where Next, Mr Noah Mike Dickinson Little Hippo  

 Wake Up, Charlie Dragon Brenda Smith Little Hippo  

 The Green Banana Hunt Jenny Bent Reading Hippo  
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